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Patent Claims 



1. A data transfer method for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit associated with a service user 

5 over a data and telecommunication network, 

essentially in real time, where the service user 
is the holder of a first electronic settlement 
account, and a service operator is the holder of a 
second electronic settlement account, and, in 

10 response to a transfler signal transmitted from a 

terminal of the service user, the prepaid credit 
is increased by a predetermined electronic sum of 
money and, at the same time, the sum of money is 
transferred from the first settlement account to 

15 the second settlement account. 

2. The data transf er/jnethod ,as claimed in claim 1, 
characterized in /that 
the prepaid electronic credit is managed on a 

2 0 credit management I server in the data network or a 

telecommunication / network connected thereto, and 
the settlement / Account is managed on an account 
management server in the data network, and a piece 
of money transfer software is implemented on an 

25 application server in the data network or 

communication /network . 



3. The data transfer method as claimed in claim 2, 
characterized in that 
3 0 the terminafl of the service user sets up a 

connection to the application server, 

the terminal is used to transfer an authentication 
code and/or a credit identifier for the prepaid 
credit and an account identifier for the 
3 5 settlement/ account and also the predetermined sum 

of money to the application server, 

the application server checks the transmitted data 
and the /sufficiency of the predetermined sum of 
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money in the settlement account, 
if the result of the check ife positive, the 
predetermined sum of money is yaebited from the 
first settlement account and is credited to the 
second settlement account and, /at the same time, 
the prepaid credit is increased by the sum of 
money and 

a log record is created fpr the debit/credit 
operation. 

The data transfer method as /claimed in claim 3, 
characterized in that 

when the transaction h^rs been performed, the 
application server transmits an acknowledgement 
signal to the terminal of the service user. 

The data transfer meth</d as claimed in claim 3 or 
4, 

characterized in the 

to check the credit /.identifier , a connection is 
automatically set / ufc>U| between application server 
and credit managem&rft ys^ver, and, 
to check the accoumr identifier of the settlement 
account, a connection is automatically set up 
between application server and account management 
server . 
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The data transfjer method as claimed in one of 
claims 3 to 5, 
characterized iifi that 

the authentication code or credit and account 
identifier ancy the predetermined sum of money are 
entered on the terminal of the service user by 
keyboard or voice entry under menu control . 

The data transfer method as claimed in one of the 
preceding el'aims, 
characterized in that 
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a first service user is the holder of the prepaid 
electronic credit, and a second service user is 
the holder of the first electronic settlement 
account, and the credit of tfne first service user 
is increased by the electronic sum of money in 
response to a transfer signal from a terminal 
associated with the second /service user. 
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The data transfer method £s claimed in claim 7, 
characterized in that 

the application server / transmits a first and a 
second acknowledgement signal to the first and the 
second service user, respectively, when a transfer 
has been made . 

The data transfer met/hod as claimed in one of the 
preceding claims, 
characterized in tha)! 

at least part of/ the transfer operation is 
performed over a nfo&ile radio network. 



10. A data transfer/ flstfrp&ngement for topping up a 
prepaid electroniqf/^credit of a service user over a 
data and telecommunication network, essentially in 

2 5 real time, 

characterized byi 
a credit counter, managed on a credit management 
server, for storing the electronic credit, 
a first and second settlement account memory on at 

3 0 least one account management server, 

a piece of monfey transfer software, implemented on 
an application server, for electronically 
transferring / money from the settlement account 
memory to the credit memory, 
3 5 a service user terminal connected to the data and 



network for the purpose of 

squii 

topping up/ the credit to the application server, 



telecommunication 
entering and transmitting data required for 
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and 

a data link between thje application server, the 
credit management server, the account management 
server and the tern/inal for the purpose of 
performing the data /transfers which top up the 
credit . 
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The data transfer arrangement as claimed in claim 
10, 

characterized in tMat 
the terminal is a/ mobile radio terminal connected 
to a mobile radio network and/or the prepaid 
credit is stored/ on a prepaid card associated with 
a service operator in a mobile radio network. 

The data transfer arrangement as claimed in claim 
10 or 11, 

at 

is transmitted from a first 
o trigger the transfer of money 
lement account memory to the second 
settlement/ account memory and to increase the 
count of / the credit counter, and the prepaid 
electronic credit is associated with a second 
termina. 



characteri 
a trigger 
terminal i 
from the s 
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7. 



The dat^ transfer arrangement as claimed in claim 
11 and JL2, 

characterized in that 

the prepaid card is associated with the second 
terminal as a mobile radio terminal . 



14 . The pata transfer arrangement as claimed in one of 
claims 10 to 13, 
35 characterized in that 

the application server has an authentication code 
memory and a comparison unit, connected thereto at 
the input, for comparing an authentication code 
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received from the first/ terminal with a stored 
authentication code and/ for outputting an enable 
signal for the payment operation if the two match. 
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15. The data transfer arrangement as claimed in claim 
14, 

characterized in thaft 
the application server" has a decoding unit for 
obtaining a credit/ and/or account identifier for 
the prepaid electronic credit or for the 
settlement account/ from the authentication code. 



